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The Matchmaker Who Gave Mali the Blues

By BEN SISARIO

OR the final recording ses-
sions of Ali Farka Touré,
the sage Malian guitarist
who died in March, Nick
Gold chose a particularly
memorable location. Mr. Gold, the
proprietor of World Circuit Records,
Mr. Touré’s label, needed a very
large space, and Mr. Touré, who was
suffering from cancer, wanted to re-
main in Mali. So a temporary studio
was set up on the top floor of the
thatched-roof Hotel Mandé in Bama-
ko, the capital, where the wide win-
dows offered panoramas of life along

the Niger River.

“All you can see is river and grass-
lands and villages and people in pi-
rogues and canoes and boats,” Mr.
Gold said in a recent interview. “It's
just beautiful.”

Over a few fruitful weeks in June
and July 2004 Mr. Gold produced
three albums. The first, “In the Heart
of the Moon,” by Mr. Touré and the
kora (harp) player Toumani Diaba-
té, was released last year and won a
Grammy Award for best traditional
world-music album. The other two
will be released on Tuesday: “Boule-
vard de I'Indépendance” by Mr. Dia-
baté’s 30-odd-piece Symmetric Or-

Ali Farka Touré, left,
with Nick Gold,
who recorded him
for World Circuit
Records in sessions
in Bamako, Mali, in
2004. Two of the
resulting albums are
due out this week.
Mr. Touré died in
March.






